
ARTICLE III

DEFINITIONS (Rev. 10/03, 9/06))

SECTION 3.1
For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain terms used are herewith defined. When not inconsistent with the context, words in the present tense include the future, words in the singular include the plural number, and words in the plural number include the singular. The word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely directory.

SECTION 3.2    ACCESSORY BUILDING
Any subordinate building structure on the same lot or adjoining lots with a main building will require a land use permit.

SECTION 3.3    ACCESSORY USE
A use naturally and normally incidental and subordinate to the main use of the premises.

SECTION 3.4    BASEMENT
That portion of the building which is partly underground and which has most of its floor to ceiling height below grade.

SECTION 3.5    BOARD
Whenever the word "Board" is used, it refers to the Board of Appeals.

SECTION 3.6    BUILDING
Any structure having a roof.

SECTION 3.7    BUILDING, HEIGHT OF
The elevation measured from the average finished lot grade at the front of the building to the highest point of the roof.
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SECTION 3.8    LAND USE CERTIFICATES
A standard form issued by the Land Use Officer upon application and declaration by the owner or his duly-authorized agent regarding proposed constructions and use of land and buildings or structures thereon, granting approval for the construction or use applied for.

SECTION 3.9    LAND USE OFFICER
The administration officer of this ordinance, appointed by the Township Board.

SECTION 3.10    CABIN
A building which is used for seasonal occupancy as a dwelling or sleeping quarters.

SECTION 3.11    CABIN COURT
One or more cabins used for seasonal occupancy as dwellings or sleeping quarters for transients or tourists for a fee.

SECTION 3.12    CORNER LOT
Any lot having frontage on two intersecting streets or upon two portions of a turning street where the angle of an intersection is less than 145 degrees.

SECTION 3.13    DWELLING - MINIMUM SQUARE FOOTAGE IN RESIDENTIAL ( Amend 9/06)
Any structure erected on site, a mobile home or mobile structure, a pre-manufactured or pre-cut structure, designed or used exclusively for residential purposes and complying with the following standards:


A.  It complies with the minimum square footage requirements of 650 square feet of habitable living area for the district in which it is located.  For Resorts or Resort Assoc. changing to Condominiums, the 650 square foot minimum dwelling size shall be waived.  All other requirements must be met.

B.  It complies in all respects with the Michigan Construction Code, as amended, including minimum height for habitable rooms.  Where a dwelling is required by law to comply with any Federal or State standards or regulations for construction and where such standards or regulations for construction are different than those imposed by the Michigan Construction Code, then and in that event, Federal or State standards or regulations shall apply.
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C.  It is firmly attached to a permanent foundation constructed on the site in accordance with the Michigan Construction Code and shall have a wall of the same perimeter dimensions of the dwelling and constructed of such materials and type as required in the applicable building code for single-family dwellings. In the event that the dwelling is a mobile home, as defined herein, such dwelling shall be installed pursuant to the manufacturer's set up instructions and shall be secured to the premises by an anchoring system or device complying with the rules and regulations of the Michigan Mobile Home Commission and shall have a perimeter wall as required above.


D.  In the event that a dwelling is a mobile home as defined herein, each mobile home shall be installed with the wheels, axle and towing mechanism removed and, additionally, no dwelling shall have any exposed undercarriage or chassis.


E.  The dwelling is connected to a public sewer and water supply or to such other private facilities as approved by the local Health Department.


F.  The dwelling has not less than two exterior doors with the second one being in either the rear or side of the dwelling; and contains permanently attached steps connected to said door areas where a difference in elevation requires the same.


G.  The dwelling contains no additions or rooms or other areas which are not constructed with similar quality workmanship as the original structure, including permanent attachment to the principal structure and construction of a foundation as required herein.


H.  The dwelling complies with all pertinent building and fire codes. In the case of a mobile home, all construction and all plumbing, electrical apparatus and insulation within and connected to said mobile home, shall be of a type and quality conforming to the "Mobile Home Construction and Safety Standards" as promulgated by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, being 24 CFR 3280, and as from time to time such standards may be amended.  Additionally, all dwellings shall meet or exceed all applicable roof snow load and strength requirements.


I.  The foregoing standards shall not apply to a mobile home located in a licensed mobile home park except to the extent required by State or Federal law or otherwise specifically required herein.


J.  All construction required herein shall be commenced only after a building permit has been obtained in accordance with the applicable provisions and requirements of the Township.


K.  Single Dwelling:  A structure used primarily as a residence by one family. The use may be for year-round or seasonal occupancy by the owner or occupant.


L.  Multiple Dwelling:  A structure containing two or more single dwellings under one common roof.
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SECTION 3.14    ESSENTIAL SERVICES BY PUBLIC UTILITIES AND OTHER AGENCIES
This shall include the erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance by public utilities, municipal departments, or other governmental agencies of underground or overhead gas, electrical communication, steam or water transmission or distribution systems, or collection, supply or disposal systems; including poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, cables, towers, fire alarm boxes, police and other call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants and other similar equipment and accessories in connection therewith reasonably necessary for furnishing adequate service by such utilities or agencies, electric sub-stations and gas stations, or for the public health and safety or general welfare, but not offices and buildings or yards used for bulk storage, fabrication or manufacturing of materials used by such utilities or municipal departments or other governmental agencies.

SECTION 3.15    GARAGE, PRIVATE
A building or portion of a main building with the primary purpose of temporary storage of automobiles.

SECTION 3.16    HABITABLE AREA
Any area including basement, first floor, second floor area used for living purposes exclusive of garage, breezeway, or porches.

SECTION 3.17    HOME OCCUPATION
Occupations engaged within a dwelling by the resident or residents of the same.

SECTION 3.18  JUNK
Worn out and discarded material that may be returned to some use. Rubbish of any kind that may not be returned to some use.

SECTION 3.19    JUNK YARD
Any parcel of land maintained or operated for the purchase, sale, storage, dismantling, demolition or use of junk, including scrap metals, motor vehicles, machinery buildings, structures, construction material, or other salvaged materials. Also, any premises upon which one (1) unlicensed used motor vehicle which cannot be operated under its own power is kept or stored for a period of sixty (60) days or more.
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SECTION 3.20    LOT
A parcel of land which is or may be occupied by one main building, or use, and its accessories, including the open spaces required by this Ordinance, but not necessarily conforming to the platted lot lines. The word "lot" shall include plat or parcel.

SECTION 3.21    LOT COVERAGE
The amount of a lot, stated in terms of percentage that is covered by all roofed buildings and other structures located thereon. This shall be deemed to include all buildings, porches, decks, arbors, breezeways, patio-roofs and the like, whether open box type and/or lathe roofs or fully roofed, but shall not include fences, walls, or hedges used as fences, or swimming pools.

SECTION 3.22    LOT LINE
For the purpose of this Ordinance, a lot line is the boundary between two lots or the line between the properties of two different owners.

SECTION 3.23    LOT LINE, FRONT
In the case of an interior lot, a line separating the lot from the street. In the case of a corner lot, a line separating the narrowest street frontage from the street.

SECTION 3.24    LOT LINE, STREET
The lot line which divides a lot from the outside edge of the street or road.

SECTION 3.25    MOBILE HOME PARK
Any site, lot, field or tract upon which one or more occupied mobile homes are harbored, either free of charge or for revenue purposes, including any buildings, vehicle, or enclosure used or intended for use as part of the equipment of such mobile home park which site, lot, field, or tract shall be licensed and regulated by the State of Michigan Health Department.

SECTION 3.26    MOBILE HOME SUBDIVISIONS
Any site, field, or tract of land which is platted exclusively for mobile home use.

SECTION 3.27    MOTEL
Groups of furnished rooms or separate structures providing sleeping and parking accommodations for transient tourist trade, commonly known as motels or motor courts.
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SECTION 3.28    NONCONFORMING USES
The uses of a building, structure, lot or other parcel of land conflicting with the provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3.29    NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES
A structure lawfully existing at the time of adoption of this Ordinance, or any amendment thereto and which does not conform to the regulations of the district in which it is located.

SECTION 3.30  SET BACK
A minimum horizontal distance between the front line of the building and either street line or the proposed future street line.

SECTION 3.31    STREET
A public or private thoroughfare which affords the principle means of access to abutting property.

SECTION 3.32    STORY
That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and surface of the floor next above it, or if there is no floor above it, then the space between such floor and the ceiling next above it, and exclusive of any mezzanine, balcony, or basement.

SECTION 3.33    STORY - HALF
That portion of a building between the eaves and ridge lines of a pitched roof which may or may not be used for tenant purposes.

SECTION 3.34    STRUCTURE
A building or anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires permanent location on the grounds or which is attached to something having permanent location on the ground.

SECTION 3.35    TAVERN
Any place where alcoholic beverages are sold for consumption on the premises.











(DEFINITIONS)   Page 7

SECTION 3.36    TRAVEL TRAILER
A travel trailer shall mean a mobile home which is less than ten (10) feet in width and is generally moved from location to location by a passenger car.

SECTION 3.37    TRAVEL TRAILER PARK
Any site, lot, field, or tract which one or more occupied travel trailers are harbored either free of charge or for revenue purposes, including any buildings, structures, tent, vehicle, or enclosure used or intended for use as part of the equipment of such travel trailer park; which site, lot, field, or tract shall be licensed and regulated by the State of Michigan Health Department.

SECTION 3.38    YARD

An open space on a lot unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward, except as otherwise permitted in this Ordinance.

SECTION 3.39    YARD - FRONT (Rev. 11/00)
A yard extending across the full width of the lot; the depth of which is the distance between the front lot lines and main wall of the building, including the porch, except steps. 

 Whereas, yards fronting the lake and the street, both sides shall be considered the front with accessory buildings allowed on the street side.

The setback should be measured from the highwater mark line.

SECTION 3.40    YARD - REAR
A space unoccupied, except for an accessory building extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the distance between the rear lot line and the rear wall of the main building.

SECTION 3.41    YARD - SIDE
A yard between a main building and the side lot line, extending from the front yard to the rear yard. The width of the required side yard shall be measured from the nearest part of the main building, including porches.
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SECTION 3.42    RECREATIONAL UNITS                              
"Recreational Unit" means a tent or vehicular-type structure, primarily designed as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping or travel use, which either has its own motive power or is mounted on or drawn by another vehicle which is self-powered. A tent means a collapsible shelter of canvas or other fabric stretched and sustained by poles and used for camping 

outdoors. Recreational unit shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following:


A.  Travel trailer which is a vehicular portable structure, mounted on wheels, of such size or weight as not to require special highway movement permits when drawn by a stock passenger automobile, primarily designed and constructed to provide temporary living quarters for recreational, camping or travel use.


B.  Camping trailer, which is a  vehicular portable structure mounted on wheels and constructed with collapsible partial side walls of fabric, plastic or other pliable material which fold for towing by another vehicle and unfold at the campsite to provide temporary living quarters for recreational, camping or travel use.


C.  Motor home, which is a vehicular structure built on a self-propelled motor vehicle chassis, primarily designed to provide temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel use.


D.  Truck camper which is a portable structure, designed to be loaded onto, or affixed to, the bed or chassis of a truck, constructed to provide temporary living quarters for recreation, camping, or travel use. Truck campers are two basic types:



1.   Slide-in camper, which is a portable structure designed to be loaded onto, 



and unloaded from, the bed of a pickup truck, constructed to provide temporary 
living quarters for recreational, camping or travel use; and



2.   Chassis-mount camper, which is a portable structure designed to be affixed 



to a truck chassis, and constructed to provide temporary living quarters for 
recreational, travel, or camping use.

SECTION 3.43    CAMPGROUNDS
"Campground" means any parcel, or tract of land under the control of any person wherein sites are offered for the use of the public or members of an organization, either free of charge or for a fee, for the establishment of temporary living quarters for five (5) or more recreational units.

SECTION 3.44    PLAT RESTRICTIONS
Nothing contained herein shall be construed as superseding, amending, modifying or otherwise affecting plat or use restrictions pertaining to properties situated on this Township.
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SECTION 3.45    RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
"Recreational vehicle" means a motor driven vehicle used for recreational uses.  Recreational 

vehicle shall include, but not be limited to, the following: boats, snowmobiles, motorcycles,

ORV's (off road vehicles), and trailers that transport the aforementioned vehicles.

SECTION 3.46    CONDOMINIUMS
A condominium is a multi-unit structure, townhouse or separate single family unit. This shall 

comply with the rules of the Michigan Condominium Housing Acts.

SECTION 3.47    BED AND BREAKFAST
Overnight accommodations and a morning meal in a dwelling unit, residential in nature, provided to transients for compensation.

SECTION 3.48    FENCES
A barrier, consisting of wooden or metal posts, rails, etc., used as a boundary or means of protection or confinement.

SECTION 3.49    SITE PLAN
The development plan for one or more lots on which is shown the existing and proposed condition of the lot.  The plan should include topography, drainage, wetlands and waterways; landscaping and open spaces; walkways; means of ingress and egress; circulation; utility services; structures and buildings; signs and lighting; buffers and screening devices; surrounding development and any other information that reasonably may be required in order that an informed decision can be made by the approving authority.

SECTION 3.50    OBSCURING FENCES
Fences which completely block the view and do not impair the residential character of the neighborhood.

SECTION 3.51    PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) (5/98)

A form of land development comprehensively planned as an entity via a unitary site plan which permits flexibility in building, siting, usable open spaces, and the preservation of significant natural features.  Such a development may contain a mix of housing types and non-residential uses.
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SECTION 3.52    BILLBOARD
A billboard shall mean an advertising structure, outdoor sign, or portion thereof designed or intended to be used for posting, painting, or otherwise affixing any advertising sign, which advertising sign does not pertain to the premises, or to the use of premises on which the billboard is located, or to goods sold, services rendered or activities conducted on such premises.

SECTION 3.53    OFF PREMISE SIGN
An off premise sign shall mean any sign providing information regarding the location of a business or service situated at a location different from where the sign is located.  It shall not advertise any product or brand name.  Off premise signs shall be allowed only in districts C, C-1, C-2, I, A, A-1, with a maximum of two (2) signs for each business or service.  The maximum size for a sign face shall be determined by the maximum size allowed in the district where the sign is located.

SECTION 3.54    PARENT PARCEL (Added 12/02)

A parcel of record on the effective date of this ordinance amendment, or “Parent Parcel” or “Parent Tract” as defined by the Michigan Land Division Act. (M.C.L. 560.101 et seq.)

SECTION 3.55  AUTOMOBILE IMPOUND YARD (Added 10/03)

An open area used exclusively for the storage of automobiles, motor vehicles and recreational vehicles impounded pursuant to order of a public law enforcement agency or insurance organization licensed to conduct business in the State, and stored solely for the purposes of law enforcement investigation, insurance investigation, title clearance and transfer and/or litigation.  This definition does not include the dismantling or disassembly of vehicles except pursuant to litigation, the sale of vehicle parts nor the storage of non-impounded vehicles or their parts.


